
Discussion Post Outline
1. What is your research question (in one or two sentences)?
· State the focus: COVID-19 pandemic and academic achievement
· Mention the measure: CAASPP standardized test scores
· Reference the time frame: before and after the pandemic
· Name the specific student groups: economically disadvantaged, English learners, and students with disabilities
· Include the hypothesis: those groups experienced larger declines than the overall student population
2. Where did you get your data and how was it formatted?
· Name the data source: CAASPP Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments via the California Department of Education 
· CDE Assessment Downloads: https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/ad/assessmentdata.asp 
· CAASPP Reporting Portal: https://caaspp-elpac.ets.org/caaspp/Default.aspx 
· Specify the grade level: Grade 11
· Name the specific GUSD high schools used
· Describe the file format: caret-delimited CSV research files 
· Research File Downloads page: https://caaspp-elpac.ets.org/caaspp/ResearchFileListSB.aspx 
· Excel Import Instructions (PDF): https://caaspp-elpac.ets.org/caaspp/docs/Instructions_For_Importing_ResearchFiles.pdf 
· Explain the two-file structure: test data file and entities file 
· Research File Layout (XLSX): https://caaspp-elpac.ets.org/caaspp/docs/2025_SBAC_Research%20File%20Layout.xlsx 
3. How will you line up your data from different data sources so that you can show trends and differences in averages?
· Explain the join: merge entities file with test data file using the CDS code as the common key 
· Entities List (CSV): https://caaspp-elpac.ets.org/caaspp/researchfiles/sb_ca2025entities_csv.zip 
· Student Group ID lookup table: https://caaspp-elpac.ets.org/caaspp/researchfiles/StudentGroups.zip 
· Test ID / Test Name lookup table: https://caaspp- elpac.ets.org/caaspp/researchfiles/Tests.zip    
· Describe the filters applied: Grade 11, GUSD school codes, relevant student subgroups 
· GUSD school-level results viewer: https://caaspp-elpac.ets.org/caaspp/DashViewReportSB.aspx?ps=true&lstTestYear=2025&lstTestType=B&lstGroup=1&lstSubGroup=1&lstSchoolType=A&lstGrade=11&lstCounty=19&lstDistrict=64568-000&lstSchool=0000000 
· Define the time periods: pre-pandemic (2017–18, 2018–19), transition (2020–21), post-pandemic (2021–22 through 2023–24) 
· Note that 2019–20 data is unavailable due to testing suspension
· Identify the outcome variable: percentage of students meeting or exceeding standards in ELA and math 
· Statewide research file (All Student Groups, CSV): https://caaspp-elpac.ets.org/caaspp/researchfiles/sb_ca2025_all_csv_v1.zip 
4. Will it be able to answer your research question?
· Confirm it can: data spans pre- and post-pandemic years, includes subgroup breakdowns, and allows year-over-year comparison
· Note limitation 1: data is aggregated, not individual-level, so student tracking is not possible
· Note limitation 2: subgroup data may be suppressed for groups under 11 students
· Conclude that despite limitations, the data is sufficient to identify measurable differences across schools and subgroups


